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Northern Ontario Architects Recognized for Environmental Approach

Making A Difference Environmentally (MADE)

Larocque Elder Architects (LEA), a leader in ecologically based design, has received the Green Check recognition for its long standing environmental philosophy.

The Green Check Recognition program of the Canadian Ecology Centre, has evaluated the Northern Ontario company for its environmentally responsible developments that do not compromise design excellence.

“There are many large and small scale buildings that incorporate LEA’s three guiding principles,” said Green Check’s spokesperson, Bill Steer.  “Environmental excellence, economic viability and social responsibility.  New and refurbished buildings have earth-integrated architecture, energy conservation, recycled and green building products, reduced water consumption and naturalized landscaping.
“We work with each client in accordance with the ‘three principles’ approach,” said Jean Larocque.  “We have adopted a sustainable philosophy approach to problem solving and it has significantly changed, and will continue to change our approach to architecture.  It is truly an evolving process, one that demands an environmental commitment on all aspects of the project from initial consultations through design, construction and the operation of the building.”  
“Since 1995, LEA’s projects have been distinguished by the various ways the final products interact with the natural environment.  The design philosophy strives to improve the health of the users and their surrounding air, water and land.”  Currently LEA is completing the Mattawa General Hospital.  “It is made primarily of wood and incorporates design characteristics that are intrinsic to Mattawa’s environmental and social culture.”
Projects across north-eastern Ontario include the North Bay Community Waterfront Park, the Minnehaha Bay Waterfront Park in West Nipissing, the South River “Westwind” waterfront park, the École publique Héritage and Odyssée in North Bay, and the Ben Avery Athletic Complex at Laurentian University in Sudbury (in association with ANO Architects).
A profile of LEA can be viewed by clicking on the Green Check symbol at www.canadianecology.ca, the Program Participants tab or the LEA website at www.leaainc.com .
For more information contact Bill Steer at 705-744-1715, ext. 570; bill@canadianecology.ca  or Jean Larocque 705-497-9191; architecture@leaainc.com. 
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